
A Statement on Plagiarism from the Board of the SIEPM 

 

Due to recent discussions in and about our field, we see the need to make the following statement: 

 

As an international academic society, the SIEPM endorses the generally held view that academic 

integrity is at the heart of the scholarly enterprise and plays a crucial role in the production of original 

research in specifically medieval philosophy. As is widely recognized by research centers and 

institutions of higher learning worldwide, identifying and avoiding plagiarism plays a key role in the 

preservation of academic and research integrity. To that end, we understand plagiarism as: 

 

appropriating wordings, images, or ideas from someone else, intentionally or unintentionally, 

without explicit acknowledgement of the extent and nature of the appropriation and without 

precise bibliographic reference to its source. 

 

This understanding is in line with definitions of plagiarism current at major institutions of higher 

education, like Harvard University1 and Oxford University2. We note that plagiarism can take several 

forms, including the paraphrase appropriation of ideas. We note that words are used to formulate 

ideas that in turn are plagiarized if wordings are plagiarized. We note that plagiarism can be intentional 

or accidental. We note that no distinction is drawn between internet and printed sources; the above 

understanding applies to both. We note that no distinction is drawn between sources in or outside of 

the public domain. We note that no exception is made for translations of (medieval) philosophical 

texts; appropriating them in the way described above is a form of plagiarism. 

 

In order to maintain high research standards in the study of medieval philosophy, we urge those 

working in the field to refrain from plagiarism and to endorse academic integrity. 

 

 
1 “In academic writing, it is considered plagiarism to draw any idea or any language from someone else without 
adequately crediting that source in your paper. It doesn’t matter whether the source is a published author, 
another student, a Web site without clear authorship, a Web site that sells academic papers, or any other person: 
Taking credit for anyone else’s work is stealing, and it is unacceptable in all academic situations, whether you do 
it intentionally or by accident.” (https://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/what-constitutes-plagiarism; accessed July 
9, 2021). 
2 “Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by 

incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgement. All published and unpublished material, whether 

in manuscript, printed or electronic form, is covered under this definition. Plagiarism may be intentional or 

reckless, or unintentional.” (https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism; accessed July 

9, 2021) 
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